
What Does “Word of God” Mean in the Bible? 
Some Christians—especially Evangelicals and Fundamentalists—think the phrase “word 
of God” in Scripture always refers to the Bible. Often it does, but often it doesn’t. In 
many places it refers to Jesus, to oral prophecy, or to the oral preaching of the gospel. 
Here are a few representative examples. 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and return not thither but water 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and prosper in the thing for which I 
sent it” (Is. 55:10-11). 

“[T]he word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness; and he went 
into all the region about the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins” (Luke 3:2-3). 

These Twelve by Rod Bennett 
“[Jesus] was preaching in the synagogues of Judea. While the people pressed upon him 
to hear the word of God, he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret” (Luke 4:44; 5:1). 

“Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those 
who have heard; . . . the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, 
receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of 
temptation fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, 
but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, 
and their fruit does not mature. And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, 
hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with 
patience” (Luke 8:11-15). 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. . . . And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:1, 14). 

“And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken; 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with 
boldness” (Acts 4:31). 

“[W]hen you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as 
the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you 
believers” (1 Thess. 2:13). 

“Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, that no one fall by the same sort of 
disobedience. For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning 



the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all 
are open and laid bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:11-13). 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things unseen. For by 
it the men of old received divine approval. By faith we understand that the world was 
created by the word of God, so that what is seen was made out of things which do not 
appear” (Heb. 11:3). 

Pope Francis on The Word of God 

“Sacred Scripture is the written testimony of the divine Word, the canonical memory 
that attests to the event of Revelation. However, the Word of God precedes the Bible 
and surpasses it. That is why the centre of our faith isn't just a book, but a salvation 
history and above all a person, Jesus Christ, the Word of God made flesh.” 

“It is precisely because the Word of God embraces and extends beyond Scripture that, 
in order to properly understand it, the Holy Spirit's constant presence, who guides us 
"to all truth," is necessary. It is necessary to place ourselves within the great Tradition 
that has, with the Holy Spirit's assistance and the Magisterium's guidance, recognized 
the canonical writings as the Word that God addresses to his people, who have never 
ceased meditating upon it and discovering inexhaustible riches from it.” 

The Bible is a form of God's revelation to man, but the most complete form of that 
revelation is found in the person of Jesus Christ.  Even after the canon of Scripture is 
determined, Scripture remains only a portion of the Word of God, because the fullness 
of the Word is found in the life of the Church and her relationship to Christ: 

“In fact, Sacred Scripture is the Word of God in that it is written down under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Sacred Tradition, instead, transmits the Word of God in 
its entirety, entrusted by Christ the Lord and by the Holy Spirit to the Apostles and 
their successors, so that these, enlightened by the Spirit of truth, might faithfully 
preserve it with their preaching, might expound and propound it.” 

“The interpretation of Sacred Scriptures cannot be just an individual academic effort, 
but must always be compared to, inserted within, and authenticated by the living 
tradition of the Church. This norm is essential in identifying the proper and reciprocal 
relationship between the exegesis and the Magisterium of the Church. The texts that 
God inspired were entrusted to the Community of believers, the Church of Christ, to 
nourish the faith and to guide the life of charity.” 

Separated from the Church, either through academic treatment or through individual 
interpretation, Scripture is cut off from the person of Christ, Who lives on through the 
Church that He established and that He entrusted to the guidance of the Holy Spirit: 

“All of what has been said about the way of interpreting Scripture is subject finally to 
the judgement of the Church, which carries out the divine commission and ministry of 
guarding and interpreting the word of God.” 


